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Presidential Determination on
Waiver and Certification of Statutory
Provisions Regarding the Palestine
Liberation Organization Office

April 11, 2007

Presidential Determination No. 2007-16

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Waiver and Certification of Statutory
Provisions Regarding the Palestine
Liberation Organization Office

Pursuant to the authority and conditions
contained in section 534(d) of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2006, Public
Law 109-102, as carried forward by the Re-
vised Continuing Appropriations Resolution,
2007, Public Law 110-5, I hereby determine
and certify that it is important to the national
security interests of the United States to
waive the provisions of section 1003 of the
Anti-Terrorism Act of 1987, Public Law 100—
204.

This waiver shall be effective for a period
of 6 months from the date hereof. You are
hereby authorized and directed to transmit
this determination to the Congress and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Remarks Following a Meeting on the
No Child Left Behind Act
Reauthorization

April 12, 2007

I have just had what I consider to be not
only a fascinating meeting but an important
meeting about the No Child Left Behind Act
with leaders of the civil rights movement,
education leaders from around our country,
business leaders who are concerned about
America’s competitiveness.

There is a universal belief that the No
Child Left Behind Act needs to be reauthor-
ized, and I want to thank you all for working
with us to get this piece of legislation reau-
thorized.

I believe the No Child Left Behind Act
needs to be reauthorized because it’s work-
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ing. It’s a piece of legislation which believes
in setting high standards and using account-
ability to make sure that every single child
gets a good education. I strongly support the
notion that when we find a child falling be-
hind that there ought to be extra Federal
help so that child can catch back up early,
before it’s too late.

I strongly condemn an achievement gap
that exists in this country. It’s a gap between
Anglo students and Latino students or white
students and black students, and it’s not in
our country’s interest to allow an education
system to continue to foster that difference
in achievement. The No Child Left Behind
Act is beginning to close that gap. It’s the
impetus necessary to cause the reforms, cur-
riculum changes necessary to make sure
every child has a chance of realizing the great
hopes of our country.

Reauthorizing No Child Left Behind Act
is an important statement, an important
move; it's an important piece of legislation
necessary to keep this country not only com-
petitive but also a country of great hope. And
so I want to thank you all for joining us.

I also want to comment on today’s bomb-
ing of the Iragi Parliament. First of all, I
strongly condemn the action. It reminds us,
though, that there is an enemy willing to
bomb innocent people in a symbol of democ-
racy. In other words, this assembly is a place
where people have come to represent the 12
million people who voted. And there is a type
of person that would walk in that building
and kill innocent life, and that is the same
type of person that is willing to come and
kill innocent Americans. And it is in our in-
terest to help this young democracy be in
a position so it can sustain itself and govern
itself and defend itself against these extrem-
ists and radicals.

Our hearts go out to those who suffered
as a result of this bombing. My message to
the Iraqi Government is: We stand with you
as you take the steps necessary to not only
reconcile politically but also put a security
force in place that is able to deal with, you
know, these kinds of people.

Thank you all for coming.

NotE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.
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Remarks at the National Catholic
Prayer Breakfast
April 13, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. Good
morning. Good morning. Thank you. It’s
good to be with you. You know how to make
a Methodist feel right at home. [Laughter]
I noticed that this year’s breakfast was the
Friday after Lent—[laughter]—you can eat
your bacon in good conscience—l[laugh-
ter]—and the priests can relax. [Laughter]

I appreciate the opportunity to be with
you, I really do. I thank you for having this
prayer breakfast. Prayer breakfasts show the
true strength of our Nation. I am honored
that people say to me and Laura, “We pray
for you.” It means a lot. A prayerful nation
is a strong nation. A prayerful nation is a na-
tion—the true strength of which lies in the
hearts of the men and women of our Nation.

Our Declaration of Independence states
that our freedom rests on self-evident truths
about the dignity of the human person.
Throughout our Nation’s history, Catholic
Americans have embraced, sustained, and
given their lives to defend these truths. This
morning we give thanks for the blessings of
freedom, and we ask Almighty God to guide
us as we renew our founding promise of lib-
erty and justice for all.

I'm sorry Laura couldn’t be here. She is
by far the best representative of our family.
Thank you for praying for her.

I appreciate my friend Leonard Leo for
inviting me. I thank the leaders of the Na-
tional Catholic Prayer Breakfast. I'm hon-
ored to be in the presence of Archbishop
Donald Wuerl. T have known the Archbishop
for quite a while. I appreciate his strong and
firm dedication to making sure every child
in America gets a good education. I am proud
to be here with Archbishop Sambi, the Apos-
tolic Nuncio to the United States. I appre-
ciate the members of the Catholic clergy. I
am honored to be here with two members
of our Supreme Court, the Chief Justice,
John Roberts, and Justice Sam Alito.

I thank the members of my administration
who have joined us, particularly our Cabinet
Secretary of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, Jim Nicholson, and Suzanne. Thank you
for joining us.
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I am in awe of people like Corporal Mi-
chael Blair, United States Marine Corps. I
thank the members of our Armed Services
who are here today. I appreciate the Mem-
bers of Congress who have joined us. Thanks
for letting me come by to say hello. [Laugh-
ter]

Of the 56 men who signed our Declaration
of Independence, only one was a Catholic—
Charles Carroll. In 1776, Carroll was one of
the wealthiest men in America. But because
he was a Catholic, he could not vote or hold
public office in his native Maryland. John
Adams noted that Carroll’s wealth and patri-
otism marked him for special vengeance if
the Revolution were to fail. That is why when
Carroll added his name to the Declaration,
one bystander quipped: “There goes a few
million.” [Laughter]

Carroll was willing to risk those millions
because he knew that something far more
precious was at stake: freedom. He believed
that the self-evident truths of our Declara-
tion would lead to religious as well as civil
liberty. He knew that an America where peo-
ple were free to worship God as they saw
fit would be a land where Catholics would
flourish and prosper. And he understood that
whatever America’s failings, our founding
promise would always be a source of hope
and renewal for our country. And at this
breakfast, we commit ourselves to renewing
that promise in our time.

Renewing the promise of America begins
with upholding the dignity of human life. In
our day, there is a temptation to manipulate
life in ways that do not respect the humanity
of the person. When that happens, the most
vulnerable among us can be valued for their
utility to others, instead of their own inherent
worth. We must continue to work for a cul-
ture of life, where the strong protect the
weak and where we recognize in every
human life the image of our Creator.

Renewing the promise of America requires
good citizens who look out for their neigh-
bors. One of the reasons that I am such a
strong believer in the power of our faith-
based institutions is that they add something
the government never can, and that is love.
Pope Benedict the XVI put it this way in his
first letter as a Pope: “There is no ordering
of the state so just that it can eliminate the



